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SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWS 

REF: A. STATE 93109; B. PARIS 1 1042 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBOFF SAW DR. 'ATIYYA, HEAD OF JEWISH COMMUNITY 
IN LEBANON. MORNING MAY 9 AND DISCUSSED WITH HIM REPORT 
MENTIONED REF A. DR. 'ATIYYA, WHO HAD READ LE FIGARO 
ARTICLE, STATED HE HAD NOT HEARD ANYTHING TO CORROBORATE 
STATEMENT THAT MASS GRAVE WITH 70 JEWISH CORPSES HAD 
BEEN DISCOVERED. DR. ATIYYA WENT ON TO SAY HE DOUBTED 
SUCH AN OCCURRENCE HAD TAKEN PLACE. IF IT HAD. HE WOULD 
HAVE HEARD ABOUT IT. HE SAID DURING LAST FEW WEEKS 
SEVERAL LEGAL JEWISH TRAVELERS HAD COME TO BEIRUT FROM 
SYRIA FOR MEDICAL REASONS OR FOR OTHER OFFICIALLY 
SANCTIONED ACTIVITIES. HAD SUCH A GRAVE BEEN DISCOVERED 
THEY WOULD HAVE TOLD HIM ABOUT IT. DR. ATIYYA SAID 
ALSO KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES FROM OUTSIDE SYRIA 
WHO KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN SYRIA WOULD HAVE KNOWN 
OF SUCH A DISCOVERY AND WOULD HAVE INFORMED HIM. 

HENCE HE DOUBTED THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE CONTENTS 
OF THE ARTICLE. DR. ATIYYA COMMENTED THAT WHEN 
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PUBLICATION, LIKE LE FIGARO, WOULD PUBLISH "UNSUB- 
STANTIATED" INFORMATION. 

2. DR. 'ATIYYA REPORTED LAST INCIDENT HE AWARE OF IS 
THAT OF FOUR MURDERED GIRLS. THE ACCUSED, TWO MOSLEMS 
AND TWO JEWS, ARE STILL BEING INTERROGATED. THEY HAVE 
NOT BEEN TRIED OR SENTENCED YET. 

3. DR. ATIYYA VOLUNTEERED THAT EXCEPT FOR ELDERLY 
JEWISH LADY AWAITING BRAZILIAN VISA, ALL (SYRIAN/IRAQI) 

JEWS IN LEBANON WHO WANT TO LEAVE HAVE LEFT. GODLEY 
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